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A disturbing case

‘The Mark Lundy murder story
ralses reasonable doubts for readers
about his conviction.

e

€€ The evidence against David
Bain and Scott Watson, by contrast,
is not as shaky or insubstantial

as that against Lundy. 99

Lundy Revisited
he article by Mike White on
the Lundy case (The Lundy
Murders: What the Jury Didn’t
Hear, February) presents one
of the most compelling argu-
ments for a retrial I have ever read. The evi-
dence against David Bain and Scott Watson,
by contrast, is not as shaky or insubstantial as
that against Lundy. T have always questioned
the proposed timing of the murder and the
impossible timing of the journeys between
Petone and Palmerston North. But by far the
most shocking of White’s critiques is that
of the so-called scientific evidence of brain
tissue purportedly found on Mark Lundy’s
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polo shirt. It was for me and many others
the evidence that made the case against
Lundy appear quite likely to be true.

It was and still is hard to believe that a
loving father (however unfaithful to his
marriage partner) could carry out such
a brutal attack and then do all the other
things, like cleaning up his mess and dispos-
ing of his weapons and clothes, and then
just carry on business as usual. We shook
our heads and asked one another how a man
could do such evil deeds and have fooled
everyone about his character.

But the review of Dr Rodney Miller’s
immunohistochemistry test by other sci-
entists who are equally if not more expe-
rienced in such procedures has convinced
me that the science involved was far from
adequate,

Ironically, one of the most telling com-
ments was made by Dr Miller in defence
of his own findings: “I can say with 100 per
cent certainty that the tissue on Mr Lundy’s
shirt was central nervous system tissue.

' Not 99.999 per cent certainty — 100 per

cent” The only absolutely certain statement
that can be made about any scientific finding
is that you can never be absolutely certain
of anything. However strong the weight of
evidence or the improbability of error might
seem, there was no justification for his claim
of absolute certainty.

To top it off, Miller then arrogantly dis-
misses the scientists who disagreed with him
as “incompetent, hopelessly naive or unwill-
ing to believe the truth”. Those statements
on their owh raise serious doubts about Dr
Miller’s scighﬁﬁc judgment,

Paul F. Gréen, Palmerston North
*LETTER OF THE MONTH

Mission Imepossible

The reason that Mark Lundy’s alleged three-
hour return trip from Petone to Palmerston
North cannot be replicated is that it simply
cannot be done. Had the Lundy jury been sub-
jected to a reconstruction of the alleged events
in the three-hour time-frame, they could not
have convicted, as it would have been clear
that the times simply do not add up.

Reach Palmerston North from Petone in
rush-hour traffic, commit two murders, hide
all the evidence, doctor the computer, be
noticed only by one visually impaired wit-
ness and return at ridiculous Formula One
speeds along a narrow winding road without
crashing, without drawing any attention to
yourself, all in 180 minutes? Yeah, right.

Dr Christopher Jones,
Palmerston North
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